270                      THE GOLDEN LOTUS

Wen to ask me to help him. He brought fifty taels. I had the
fellows re-arrested and put a stop to their games. They will
make no more trouble. But what an unfortunate thing for that
family to have such a bad young man. His grandfather was a
man of great eminence, a general, in fact. This young man is
at the military academy, but he never gives a thought to his
career, neglects his flower-like young wife, and goes with these
rascals to the bawdy-house every night. All these bad habits-
before he is twenty/'

"You seem to me like a young blackbird making disparag-
ing remarks about a black pig/' the Moon Lady said, "You
only see things from your own point of view. You fancy your-
self an angel, but, to me, you and he appear to have drunk
from the same well. Are you a better man than he is that you
should find fault with his goings on?"

Hsi-m6n Ch'ing made no reply to this. Food was brought.
Then Lai An came and said Ying Po-chiieh had come. "Take
him to the study. I will be there in a few minutes," Hsi-mdn
said to the boy. Wang Ching opened the study and showed in
Po-chiieh. Some time later, Hsi-men Ch'ing joined him. The
two men sat down to talk.

"Why did you leave Brother Hsieh's place so early the other
day?" Po-chtieh asked.

"I have been very busy, and it is almost time for the inspec-
tion. I have sent people to the Capital to see what they can
find out. You mustn't compare me with yourself, you, who
never have anything to do."

"Has there been anything of interest at the office lately?"
Ying Po-chtieh said.

"There is always something," Hsi-mSn Ch'ing said.
' "I hear you had Little Chang and some others arrested at
Cassia's place the other evening. Old Sun and Chu escaped,
but the others got a beating at the office. When they had left
there> they went and made trouble at Wang's place. Why
wouldn't you tell me?"

"You dog!" Hsi-mgn said, "where did you hear all this?
You have got hold of the wrong story. It was not my court,
but Major Chou's."

"Nothing of the sort," Po-chueh said, "Major Chou had
nothing to do with it."